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SUBJECT: LABOR/CIV AIL: OLYMPIC AIRWAYS STRIKE CONTINUES 
REF: ATHENS 8632, ATHENS 8582 

1. OLYMPIC AIRWAYS STRIKE (REFTELS) CONTINUED INTO DECEMBER 4. 

ON PREVIOUS DAY, SEVERAL THOUSAND STRIKING OLYMPIC EMPLOYEES 
STAGED MARCH THROUGH CENTRAL PART OF ATHENS TO OLYMPIC STADIUM 
IN COURSE OF WHICH SEVERAL MARCHERS REPORTEDLY RECEIVED MINOR 
INJURIES IN ALTERCATIONS WITH POLICE. STRIKERS DEMANDING INTER 
ALIA REHIRING DISMISSED EMPLOYEES AND CANCELLATION OF SUSPENSION 
DECREES ORDERED BY COMPANY. 

2. MINISTER OF TRANSPORT VOYATZIS AND MINISTER OF LABOR LASKARIS 
MET WITH UNION EMPLOYEES DECEMBER 3, URGED THEM TO RETURN TO 
WORK, AND PLEDGED THAT SOME OF THEIR DEMANDS WOULD BE MET. 
EMPLOYEES OBVIOUSLY RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT GOVERNMENT S WORD ALONE 
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DISCUSSION EITHER WITH GOG OR UNION LEADERSHIP SINCE STRIKE 
COMMENCED. 

3. EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF PASOK (ANDREAS PAPANDREOU'S POLITICAL 
PARTY) ISSUED STATEMENT DECEMBER 3 CONDEMNING "COLONIAL TYPE OF 
AGREEMENT" WHICH OLYMPIC HAD PREVIOUSLY OBTAINED FROM GOVERNMENT 
AND CASTIGATING THE "CYNICAL INDIFFERENCE" WHICH OLYMPIC IS NOW 
SHOWING TO GREEK PUBLIC. IT SHARPLY CRITICIZED GOG FOR INACTIVITY 
AND LACK OF COURAGE TO ACT FORCEFULLY "DESPITE ANTI-SOCIAL 
ACTIVITY OF COMPANY". STATEMENT WARNS THAT "PEOPLE ARE WAITING 

AND ARE JUDGING WHAT IS HAPPENING." 

4. STRIKE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE ISSUE THIS WEEK IN LIGHT 
REFERENDUM DECEMBER 8 ON MONARCHY. SINCE OLYMPIC AIRWAYS IS 
PRIME AIR CARRIER COVERING DOMESTIC ROUTES, IT WOULD NORMALLY 
BE EXPECTED TO CARRY SIZEABLE NUMBER OF GREEKS RETURNING TO THE 
PROVINCES AND THE ISLANDS TO VOTE. GIVEN THIS FACT, GOVERNMENT 
MAY POSSIBLY BE FORCED TO ACCEDE TO PUBLIC PRESSURE AND TAKE 
INITIATIVE EITHER TO PERSUADE OLYMPIC MANAGEMENT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN GOOD FAITH TALKS WITH STRIKERS OR TO DECLARE ARBITRATION 
PROCEDURES WHEREBY STRIKERS WOULD BE FORCED TO RETURN TO THEIR 
JOBS PENDING FINAL DECISION ARBITRATION PANEL. GOG IN MEANTIME 
HAS URGED RAILWAYS, BUSES AND SHIPPING ORGANIZATION TO EXPAND 
THEIR NORMAL SCHEDULES AND RAISE FREQUENCY OF SERVICE DURIN 
COURSE OF OLYMPIC STRIKE. 
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